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The DFMCH was created in 1970 as 
one of the original 15 family medicine 
residency programs in the nation—and 
is consistently ranked a top 10 family 
medicine department. 

We educate medical students, residents, 
fellows; provide outstanding primary care; 
conduct innovative research; and promote 
healthy communities.

This executive summary highlights our 
activities from July 1, 2019, through  
June 30, 2020. For the full report, visit 
fammed.wisc.edu/annual-report/fy2020

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP 

William Schwab, MD 
Interim Chair, Vice Chair for Education 

Valerie Gilchrist, MD  
Chair (2008-January 2020)

Bruce Barrett, MD, PhD 
Vice Chair for Research (January 2020- 
Present)

David Rabago, MD  
Vice Chair for Research (June 
2019-December 2019)

Sandra Kamnetz, MD  
Vice Chair for Clinical Care 

Kirsten Rindfleisch, MD  
Associate Vice Chair for Clinical Care

Ildi Martonffy, MD  
Residency Program Director (May 2020 – 
Present)

Dawn Sovinec, MA, SPHR, LSSBB  
Administrator (January 2020-August 2020)

Linda Haskins, MBA  
Administrator (Retired January 2020)

Sara Arscott, PhD, MS  
Education and Research Program 
Coordinator

Justin Knupp, MBA  
ITS Director

Welcome

THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT 
OF FAMILY MEDICINE AND COMMUNITY 
HEALTH (DFMCH) ADVANCES HEALTH 
AND WELL-BEING BY CARING, TEACHING, 
DISCOVERING, LEADING, AND CONNECTING. 829

employees
197

faculty
248

clinical 
adjunct faculty 

statewide

482 
UW SMPH 
students

taught

158 
residents in 

training 
(at all sites in all 

three years) 

50 
residents 

graduated; 

33 (66%)
entered practice 

in Wisconsin
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On the cover, clockwise from top left:

Medical Assistant Veronica Neurohr talks with a patient at the Cottage Grove Clinic; 
Jenny Klueger, PA-C, examines a patient at the Beaver Dam Clinic; a young patient 
prepares for a visit at the Verona Clinic; Jeffrey Berry, MD, presents a poster with 
student Veronica Daniel; Jennifer Lochner, MD, (right) works with students at the 
annual procedures fair. 

FY20 KEY FACTS

$7.8M 
in grant awards314,333 

patient visits 
at 17 clinics 

154,171 
total patient panel

PATIENT CARE RESEARCH

FINANCIALS

$$97.6M 
in revenue 
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Education

MEDICAL STUDENT EDUCATION
Leadership: David Deci, MD (Retired July 2020)

Faculty, staff, and statewide volunteer preceptors taught 
482 University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public 
Health (UWSMPH) students through a required clerkship, 
preceptorships and electives.

Program Name
Reported Student/
Faculty Numbers

Phase 1 Preceptorship Program
110 preceptors;  
147 students

Phase 1 & 2 Family Medicine 
Electives

23 students 
participated

Phase 2 Chronic and Preventive 
Care Block

184 preceptors;  
173 students

Phase 3 Acting Ambulatory 
Internship

17 preceptors;  
20 students

Phase 3 Family Medicine Electives
132 student rotations; 
250 faculty

Phase 3 Intern Preparation 
Course*

0 students 
participated

*This course was not available in spring 2020 due to COVID-19 restrictions.

HONORING OUR FACULTY
Zorba Paster, MD, a family physician at 
SSM Health Dean Medical Group, is a 
shining proponent of family medicine for 
medical students and our community. His 
roles are many and enduring.

He directly teaches students and residents 
and sponsors multiple scholarships 
to recognize student involvement in 
underserved populations. He has been 
a trusted voice and guide to health for 

people, not only in Wisconsin, but also across the nation 
through his radio call-in show of many years. Generations of 
physicians and community members have benefitted from his 
dedication!

The DFMCH thanks Dr. Paster and the 248 clinical adjunct 
faculty statewide who provided learning experiences for 
students and residents in FY20.

SUSAN WENKER, PT, PHD, RECEIVES JOAN M. 
MILLS AND DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR AWARDS

Dr. Wenker was honored with the 
Joan M. Mills and Distinguished 
Educator awards by APTA 
Geriatrics—an Academy of the 
American Physical Therapy 
Association—in February 2020. 
She is an assistant professor in the 
Department of Family Medicine and 
Community Health and a member 
of the teaching faculty for the 

Doctor of Physical Therapy Program.

The Joan M. Mills award honors an APTA Geriatrics 
member who has given outstanding service to the 
Academy and a commitment to excellence in the 
delivery of therapy to older adults. The Distinguished 
Educator award recognizes an APTA Geriatrics 
member for excellence in teaching and presenting 
geriatrics content in an engaging manner. Wenker’s 
research interests include program development and 
interprofessional clinical simulation in geriatrics—
particularly related to dementia and exercise—and she 
takes many approaches to create interest in the field.

THE DFMCH EDUCATES PRIMARY CARE CLINICIANS FOR 
WISCONSIN THROUGH STATEWIDE MEDICAL STUDENT 
EDUCATION, RESIDENCY AND FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS.

Susan Wenker, PT, 
PhD

Zorba Paster, MD

• Two Rivers

Baraboo •

• Eau Claire

• Appleton

• Wausau

• Madison
• Waunakee

• Milwaukee

Green Bay •

• La Crosse

• Minocqua

Ashland •

• Fond du Lac

Janesville •

• Monroe

• Sheboygan

Waukesha •

Janesville •

• Portage

*July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020

• Kenosha

• Menomoniee

Beloit •

• Stevents Point

• West Allis

• Stoughton

• Racine

• Whitehall

• Sparta

• Viroqua

Rice Lake •

• Richland Center

Shawano •

• Merill

Rhinelander •

• Chippewa Falls

• Dodgeville

Wisconsin Rapids •

• Mequon

• Cudahy

• Colby

• Beaver Dam

• Ellsworth

• Fort Atkinson

• Deerfield
• Cottage Grove

• Burlington

• DeForest

• Evansville

Cross Plains •

• Cambridge

• Black River Falls

Belleville •

Decorah, IA •

• Monona
• Fitchburg

Oregon •

• Grantsburg

• Hayward

• Howards Grove

La Crescent, MN •

• Lac du Flambeau

Lake Geneva •

Mauston •

• Marshfield

• Mineral Point
Mount Horeb •

• Mukwonago

• Neillsville

• New Glarus

• Onalaska

• Oconomowoc

• Osceola

• Oneida

Platteville •

• Port Washington
• Prairie Du Sac

• Reedsburg

• Sauk City

• River Falls

• Sheboygan Falls

Tomah •

• Sun Prairie

• Stratford

Verona •

• Weston

• Westby

• Windsor
• Arlington

• Keshena

• New Franken

• Sturgeon Bay

• Lakeland

Augusta •

DFMCH-Sponsored Residency Programs
Academic Partner Residency Programs
Phase 1 Preceptorship Program (P1PP)
Phase 2 Chronic Preventive Care (CPC)
Phase 3 Electives
Phase 3 Ambulatory Acting Internship (AAII)

DFMCH Education Locations*
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IN FY20, 66 PERCENT OF RESIDENTS 
WHO GRADUATED FROM OUR SPONSORED 
AND ACADEMIC PARTNER PROGRAMS 
ENTERED PRACTICE IN WISCONSIN.

RHET AND ADDICTION MEDICINE 
FELLOWSHIP RECEIVE DHS GRANT 
FUNDING

Two DFMCH programs received grants 
from the Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services (DHS) to support 
education. The DFMCH Rural Health 
Equity Track (RHET) and the Addiction 
Medicine Fellowship were among 
the recipients deemed programs 
that “embody the Wisconsin Idea” 
by Governor Tony Evers. “They 
are excellent models of promoting 
academic rigor and intellectual 
activities while working closely with 
forward-thinking community partners,” 
said Evers.

This award was a continuation of grant 
support for RHET, which is based 
at the Belleville Clinic. Two residents 
in each class are on the track, and 
the grant will sustain the expanded 
number of residents in Belleville—
funding one resident starting in 2020-
2021 and two residents starting in 
2021-2022 through the end of their 
training.

The Addiction Medicine Fellowship, 
established in 2010, will use the award 
to support primary care physicians 
in rural Wisconsin via Project ECHO 
(Extension for Community Health Care 
Outcomes). The project offers free, 
monthly video conferences to help 
providers—especially those in primary 
care and who prescribe medication-
assisted therapy—reduce the risk 
of opioid-related complications. 
The grant will also support clinical 
experiences for fellows at Rogers 
Behavioral Health in Oconomowoc 
and will allow the program to pursue 
expansion of its rural rotation to the 
Marshfield Clinic.

Education

Lou Sanner, MD, works with resident Robert Freidel, MD, in the Northeast clinic.

Photo: John Maniaci, UW Health Marketing and Communications

RESIDENCY EDUCATION
Leadership: William Schwab, MD

In the DFMCH’s three-year statewide residency programs, 158 residents 
were in training in FY20. Of the 50 residents who graduated in 2020,  
33 (66%) entered practice in Wisconsin

Program Number of Residents

DFMCH-Sponsored Residency Programs

Baraboo RTT* 6

Eau Claire/Augusta** 16

Madison* 46 (at 4 continuity clinics)

Wausau* 14

Academic Partner Residency Programs

La Crosse* 18

Lakeland RTT 8

Milwaukee* 31

Waukesha 19

FELLOWSHIPS

Program
Number 

of Fellows Leadership

Academic 0 Sarina Schrager, MD, MS

Addiction Medicine 2
Randall Brown,  
MD, PhD, DFASAM

Integrative Health 2 Greta Kuphal, MD

Primary Care Research 9
Bruce Barrett, MD, PhD; 
Elizabeth Cox, MD, PhD; 
David Feldstein, MD

Primary Care Sports Medicine 1
David Bernhardt, MD; 
Kathleen Carr, MD

*Site has received 
osteopathic recognition, 
an educational 
designation from the 
Accreditation Council 
for Graduate Medical 
Education (ACGME)

** On June 15, 2020, 
the Eau Claire/Augusta 
program transitioned to 
an academic partner site
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THE DFMCH PROVIDES HIGH-QUALITY, COMPREHENSIVE 
PRIMARY CARE FOR PATIENTS OF ALL AGES AT ITS 
STATEWIDE CLINICS. 

LEADERSHIP: SANDRA KAMNETZ, MD

DFMCH FACULTY RECEIVE UW HEALTH AWARDS
Fourteen DFMCH physicians and advanced practice 
providers received UW Health Patient Experience Provider 
Champion Awards in 2019. Provider Champion Awards 
honor exemplary communication skills as recognized 
by ambulatory patients through survey feedback from 
2018. Winners scored in the top 10 percent within their 
department for the survey item, “Provider’s effort to include 
you in decisions about your treatment.” In addition, the 
UW Health Cross Plains Family Medicine Clinic, led by 
medical director Pamela Olson, MD, and clinic manager 
LuAnn White, and the UW Health Cottage Grove Clinic led 
by Christa Pittner-Smith, MD, and Lea Veltum received UW 
Health Team awards.

2019 award recipients from left: Christa Pittner-Smith, MD; 
Brian Arndt, MD; Laurie Kuhn, MD; Jessica Rasmussen, PA; 
Elizabeth Perry, MD; Anna Veach, DO; Michelle Bryan, MD; 
William Schwab, MD; Rachel Bennett; MD. 

Not Pictured: Kathleen Carr, MD; Ronni Hayon, MD; Trisha 
McCormick, DO; David Rabago, MD; Adam Rindfleisch, MD.

PATIENT VISITS BY CLINIC, FY20*

Clinic Patient Visits Patient Panel

Residency clinics

Belleville 19,865 6,252

Northeast (Madison) 18,999 8,708

Verona 37,105 12,586

Wingra (Madison) 21,830 9,494

Community clinics

Arboretum (Madison) 11,218 6,716

Cottage Grove 8,795 4,985

Cross Plains 8,006 4,651

DeForest-Windsor 31,689 14,513

Fitchburg 8,022 5,686

Mt. Horeb 10,616 4,675

Odana Atrium (Madison) 31,235 17,329

Oregon 8,595 5,230

Sun Prairie 22,639 14,554

Yahara (Monona) 34,418 15,596

Regional clinics

Beaver Dam 16,085 9,842

Fort Atkinson 12,544 7,139

Portage 12,672 6,215

Total 314,333 154,171

*Our clinicians also provided 32,158 patient visits at UW Health urgent care 
sites in FY20

Patient Care

Lesley Coert, MD, measures the blood pressue of a patient at the UW 
Health Sun Prairie Clinic.

Residency Clinics
Community Clinics
Regional Clinics

Statewide Clinics

Belleville

Verona 

Madison
Cross Plains

DeForest-Windsor

Fitchburg
Yahara

Arboretum
Odana

Mt Horeb

Oregon

Sun Prairie

Stoughton

Wingra

Beaver Dam

Cottage Grove

Ft Atkinson

Portage

Photo: John Maniaci, UW Health Marketing and Communications
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THROUGH INQUIRY, DISCOVERY, AND COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT, DFMCH RESEARCHERS TACKLE 
WISCONSIN’S HEALTH CHALLENGES AND AIM TO 
TRANSFORM PRIMARY CARE PRACTICE.

LEADERSHIP: BRUCE BARRETT, MD, PHD

RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS
In FY20, the DFMCH had $7.8 million in grant awards. 
Major projects focused on addiction and substance misuse 
prevention and treatment, infectious disease surveillance and 
systems-engineering approaches for improving ambulatory 
care.

The Wisconsin Research and Education Network, a 
statewide practice-based research network of primary care 
clinicians and researchers, conducted multiple clinical trials 
across a wide range of indications relevant to primary care.

RESEARCH FUNDING SOURCES, FY20

Federal: $3,023,865 (39%)

State: $2,166,880 (28%)

NIH: $1,388,395 (18%)

Private: $1,206,926 (15%)

TOTAL: $7,786,066

Research

Mary Henningfield, PhD (pictured above at a patient 
advocacy town hall),is the associate director of the 
Wisconsin Research Education Network (WREN). She is a 
principal investigator for the Wisconsin Voices for Recovery, 
ED2Recovery+, and Engagement to Recovery (OD2A) projects 
where she works with clinicians and communities to reduce 
opioid-related harms and improve outcomes in people with 
opioid use disorders.

Her research interests include studies of opioid prescribing, 
chronic pain, shared-decision making, community 
engagement, and ways to support the recovery of persons 
with substance use disorder.

TOP-FUNDED EXTRAMURAL GRANTS

Title PI Agency Amount

A Comparative Effectiveness Randomized 
Controlled Trial of Mindfulness Meditation 
versus Cognitive Behavioral Therapy for Opioid-
Treated Chronic Low Back Pain

Bruce Barrett, MD, PhD 
Aleksandra Zgierska, MD, PhD

Patient-Centered 
Outcomes Research 
Institute

$1,686,046

Wisconsin Voices for Recovery-Hospital based 
Recovery Coaching Program-ED2R

Mary Henningfield, PhD Wisconsin 
Department of Health 
Services

$1,400,000

Promoting the Implementation of Clinical 
Guidelines for Opioid Prescribing in Primary 
Care Using Systems Consultation

Andrew Quanbeck, PhD NIH, , National 
Institute on Drug 
Abuse

$726,877

Integrating mHealth for Alcohol use Disorders 
into Clinical Practice

Andrew Quanbeck, PhD NIH, National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism

$683,644
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EACH YEAR, THE DFMCH HOLDS SEVERAL SPECIAL 
EVENTS THAT BRING TOGETHER FACULTY, STAFF, 
LEARNERS, FRIENDS AND GUESTS.

MCGOVERN-TRACY AND STUDENT 
SCHOLARS AWARD CEREMONY
The McGovern-Tracy and Students Scholars 
awards program honors medical students or 
DFMCH residents who exemplify outstanding 
community service, outreach and leadership.

McGovern-Tracy Student and Resident Scholars, 
from left: (top row) Alyssa Bruehlman, MD, Maxwell 
Butler, Zachary Dunton, Jose Bien Hernandez, 
(second row) Evan Nolander, DO, Nina Piazza, MD, 
Rutvi Shah, and Benjamin Kannenberg.

EUGENE FARLEY VISITING 
PROFESSORSHIP
The Eugene Farley Visiting Professorship 
honors Eugene and Linda Farley and their 
contributions to the DFMCH and the discipline 
of family medicine. Each year, the DFMCH 
invites a nationally known family physician to 
share experiences, stimulate discussion and 
explore ideas.

Marji Gold,MD, 
director of 
the Center for 
Reproductive Health 
Education in Family 
Medicine, (pictured 
above, on left, with 
Jessica Dalby, 
MD) was the 2019 
Eugene Farley 
Visiting Professor.

Special Events

RENNER/HANSEN AWARD CEREMONY
The Renner/Hansen awards program honors outstanding 
achievements in the DFMCH or field of family medicine.

John H. Renner “Wisconsin 
Idea” Award Recipient: 
Cynthia Haq, MD, (above 
on right) with Valerie 
Gilchrist, MD, received the 
award for her exemplary 
commitment to family 
medicine and underserved 
areas in Wisconsin where she 
practiced in rural Belleville 
and urban Milwaukee. 
Currently chair of the 
University of California-
Irvine Department of Family 
Medicine, Dr. Haq opened 
her lecture by noting, “once 
you’re from Wisconsin, you’re 
always from Wisconsin.”

Marc Hansen Lectureship 
Award Recipient: DFMCH 
Assistant Professor Ronni 
Hayon, MD, a leader in 
reproductive and transgender 
health, (above on left) 
accepts the award from 
DFMCH Interim Chair William 
Schwab, MD.

JOYCE JEARDEAU POSTHUMOUSLY HONORED BY AAFP AS 
FAMILY MEDICINE INTEREST GROUP WINS 7TH PROGRAM 
OF EXCELLENCE AWARD

Joyce Jeardeau, center, 
joined a group of students 
to accept the AAFP Family 
Medicine Interest Group 
Program of Excellence Award 
in 2018—one of seven the 
program has received. Joyce 
died on July 4, 2020, after a 
brief battle with cancer. 

DFMCH Medical Education Program Coordinator Joyce Jeardeau 
was posthumously honored at the 2020 American Academy of Family 
Physicians (AAFP) National Conference of Residents and Students with 
the inaugural AAFP award for Special Recognition for Contributions of 
Faculty or Staff to an FMIG. Joyce died after a brief battle with cancer on 
July 4. In a final nod to Joyce’s commitment and spirit, the DFMCH FMIG 
won its 7th Program of Excellence Award. “This award is a testament 
to Joyce’s work and dedication,” said Jacob Bryan, MD, FMIG faculty 
advisor. “She embodied those values of compassion and integrity that 
are at the core of what it means to be a family doctor. She helped keep 
us grounded, reminding us always that what is important is caring for our 
patients and each other.”
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WE ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO THE INDIVIDUALS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS BELOW WHO MADE PHILANTHROPIC 
DONATIONS TO OUR DEPARTMENT IN FY20.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!

• Ali Al-Hilli

• Kathleen Carr Borseth

• Tami Ellinport

• Ruth and Rodney Erickson

• Nicole and Jonathan Etter

• Claire Gervais and David Blouin

• Valerie Gilchrist and William Scott

• Kay Gruling and Tim Buttke

• Cynthia Haq

• David and Ann Hoffmann

• Richard and Ellen Holden

• Colin Jones

• Robert and Barbara Justl

• Eyal Karsh

• Yehuda and Sari Karsh 

• Madison Community Foundation

• William and Rolliana Scheckler

• William Schwab and Leslie Grant

• Schwab Charitable

• Alan and Laurie Schwartzstein

• Sheryl and Jeffrey Spitzer-Resnick

• Mary Stone

• Jeffrey and Susan Strong

• Sal and Judith Troia

• Kathryn and Martin Urberg

• UW Medical Foundation

• Vogel Foundation Inc. 

To learn more about giving opportunities at the DFMCH, visit 
fammed.wisc.edu/donate/

Donor Recognition Financials

DFMCH REVENUE, FY20

Grants 
$8,905,981 (9%)

UW-Madison 
Block Grant
$8,699,602 (9%)

External Support
$548,072 (<1%)

Philanthropic 
Donations
$43,665 (<1%)

Federal GME Funding
$6,393,920 (6%)

SMPH (MAMA)
$1,064,677 (1%)

Patient Fees Revenue
$72,017,770 (74%)

TOTAL: $97,630,022 

DFMCH EXPENSES, FY20

Services and Supplies
$15,343,479 (16%)

Facilities and Equipment
$3,260,746 (3%)

UWMF Assessments
$6,803,212 (7%)

Salaries and Benefits
$73,270,790 (74%)

TOTAL: $98,678,227

TB-0321


