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Dr. Rakel was the founder and director of the University of Wisconsin Integrative Medicine
Program where he was awarded tenure in the department of family medicine at the University of
Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health in 2010. Dr. Rakel is co-editor of the Textbook
of Family Medicine (8™ and 9™ editions), Editor of Integrative Medicine (1-5 editions), co-editor
of Conn’s Current Therapy and editor-in-chief of Primary Care Practice Update. He is author of
a book on the power of the therapeutic relationship titled, The Compassionate Connection (WW.
Norton Publishing). He has received NIH funding to study the ‘clinician effect’ and to incorporate
healing modalities into medical school curricula. He has been awarded a number of teaching
awards including the Leonard Tow Faculty Compassion Award and has been elected to the
Gold Humanism Medical Society. In 2016 Dr. Rakel moved to Albuquerque, where he was the
Professor and Chair of the Department of Family and Community Medicine at the University of
New Mexico School of Medicine. In 2021 he returned to the University of Wisconsin School of
Medicine & Public Health where he is the Esther Millard Endowed Professor and Chair of the
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health.



