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decision making. Often in QI initiatives, data is pulled and e et
compiled at regular intervals in order to describe changes
within a population. This requires similar or identical analyses Enter/review - :
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When analyzing large data sets at repeated intervals, using

statistical software efficiently and effectively Is essential for

optimal data management and analysis. Though each software

package offers different features and has its own advantages gnores this command.

and disadvantages, most allow researchers to log commands signifies comment

In a dialogue box, such as:
A R script file
A SAS text editor Tabulates the values of

A SPSS Syntax editor B categorical variables
A Statado-file (Figure 2 Figure 3. Example scatterplot with line of best fit.

The use of statistical software for analysis has Figure 4 Sample monthly onpage
These dialogue boxes minimize additional time and effort enabled the efficient creation of study documents, report for clinic.

needed to clean and prepare data, allow for the replication of such asFigures 3 & 4.
previous work, keep a log of all work throughout the project,

and produce quality graphs and tables quickly and easily. CONCLUSION

Figure 2 Sample dialogue fil&etof Statacommands typed in a plain text file, called a do -

CASE STUDY file. Red font is used to annotate the file. The majority of commands contain work to recode At WREN, using statistical software for repeated

and summarize data from the abstractions. tabulations and analyses In QI projects has enabled
consistency In reporting data in multi -site QI projects,
decreased the time spent on repeated analysis due to
documentation of previous work, and permitted
rapid troubleshooting.
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Because each monthly chart audit required the same or

similar reporting of summary statistics, using the log of REFERENCES

commands (do-file) to reproduce work expedited the report Baum CF, Schaffer ME,Stillman S. Using Statafor Applied Research:

: .. i : . : L : : Reviewing its Capabillities. Journal of Economic SurveyX)11. 25:2; 38(394.
preparation . Similarly, data-related problems have been easy Figure 5. Samplehronic kidney disease registRyltered list of patients requested by Langley G, Nolan K, Nolan T, Norman C, Provost L. The Improvement
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In a recent QI Initiative, evaluation of the intervention
strategies included a baseline retrospective chart review and
monthly prospective chart reviews of patients who had office
visits In the previous month.




